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Autumn Term Newsletter 03 – 29/09/2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

A lovely photograph of our new Reception class who all look very smart and happy.  We would officially like to 

welcome them to the Pennington family and look forward to many successful years ahead  
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Special Mentions 

Well-done to our children who received this weeks’ Special Mention awards.  It is great to hear that many children 

have been able to attend hobbies and events outside school and they were very proud to receive recognition in 

front of their peers and teachers.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Parents Evening 

Class teachers will contact you via Tapestry (Reception) or Dojo this week to offer you the chance to meet to 

discuss your child’s start to the school year.  Some staff are comfortable with face to face meetings and we can 

provide ventilated space in classrooms for parents to meet the teacher with room to socially distance. Parents will 

be asked to wait outside classrooms until they are invited in by the teacher, so a warm coat and wet weather gear 

may be necessary! 

 

Alternatively, we will also offer Zoom parents meetings which worked well last term and for those that prefer to 

meet remotely this is an ideal option. We encourage you to meet with your child’s teacher in your/your teachers 

preferred way. We are respectful that Covid is part of our everyday lives and we will continue to adapt to the 

changing situation by making thoughtful decisions, risk assessing and reviewing procedures.  

 

Look out for your teacher’s message and respond to request a parents meeting. These will take place after school 

on the week beginning 11th October. 

 

Vacancies in School 

We are currently advertising for Midday Supervisors post on the school website  

http://www.penn.cumbria.sch.uk/vacancies.html  If you know anyone who might be interested, please advise them to 

consider applying.  

 

Pennington Open Mornings – 1st – 5th November 

We will be holding an Open Week for parents of potential new Reception children (2022-2023) the first week back 

after half term. If you know of anyone who would be interested in an appointment, please advise them to ring the 

school office.  

 

The procedure for applying for a place on the Cumbria County Website is set out below.  Please apply online.   

 

The closing date for applications is 15 January 2022. 

If you live in Cumbria and your child was born between 1 September 2017 and 31 August 2018, they will be due to 

start school in Reception year group in September 2022.  You must apply to Cumbria County Council for a place. 

Before you apply for a school place, please read through the Starting School in Cumbria 2021 (PDF 

8MB) booklet.  If you need a printed copy of the booklet, please contact the School Admissions and Appeals Team: 

Email:  school.admissions@cumbria.gov.uk 

Copies are also available in all infant and primary schools and public libraries in Cumbria.  Page 10 of the booklet 

explains what happens to applications that are received after the closing date of 15 January 2022. 

 

To apply for a Reception place for your child in September 2022, you can: 

• APPLY ONLINE 

• complete a WORD version of form SA1 application form (Word 66kb), which can be completed 

electronically and sent to School Admissions by email to school.admissions@cumbria.gov.uk  

• download the PDF version of the application form (PDF 267kb) and return it either to your child's 

preferred school or send it to School Admissions at: School Admissions and Appeals, Cumbria County 

Council, PO Box 415, Carlisle, CA1 9GU 

 

John Ruskin School, Coniston - Open Day 

Mr Blackburn, the Head teacher at John Ruskin School, called in at Pennington to talk to our Year 5 and Year 6 

children about joining in Year 7.  There will also be an Open Day on Thursday 30th September 2021.  Parents and 

children will have the opportunity to visit the school during the day – many parents like to visit at this time as their 

students are in lesson and it gives parents a feel for the school when it is running.  That same evening many of 

their staff and students will be in school for parents to visit between 6.00pm and 8.00pm to have more in depth 

discussions about JRS.  
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UVHS – Open Day 

Mr Butler, Head of Year 7 visited Pennington and talked to our Year 5 and 6 children.  This year UVHS are 

welcoming parents on Thursday 30th September as they have traditionally done at this time of year.  At UVHS they 

have always been proud to show parents and prospective pupils all the opportunities available to their students, 

introduce parents to their staff and give children a taste of what sort of learning activities are experienced 

across the curriculum at UVHS and allow parents time to speak to their own students to get a first-hand view of 

the school. Visit their website for more information. www.uvhs.uk 

 

UVHS Open Evening – Thursday 30th September 5.30-7.30 

All year 5 & 6 pupils and parents are invited to visit UVHS on Thursday 30th September to experience what 

the school has to offer from yr7-11.  However, please note the following information and requests: 

• Please could all adults (and any accompanying siblings in yr7 or above) wear facemasks whilst in the 

buildings, unless they are exempt. 

• Parking will be available in the main school car park, Sandside School car park and on Springfield 

Road. 

• Entry onto the school site will only be possible from Springfield Road where all entrance gates will be 

open and manned by senior students. The gates from Bradyll Terrace and Victoria Road will NOT be 

open.  Everyone will be given suggested route maps and a programme of activities as they enter the 

site. 

• Unlike previous Open Evenings there will be no Welcome Meeting at the beginning (to avoid 

overcrowding), so visitors are able to tour the school at their leisure, starting from their point of 

entry, between 5.30pm and 7.30pm. 

• Instead of the Welcome Meeting, the Headteacher, Mr Hardwick, will be available throughout the 

evening for parents to speak to; he will be based in the Annexe, next to the Main Hall (where there 

will be live dance and music performances throughout the evening). 

 

Transfer to Secondary School: September 2022 

We have received a reminder from County for those parents who have not yet applied for a Secondary School 

place; the half term break is approaching and the closing date for applications is 31 October 2021.  Parents can 

make an application online at: 

https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/schoolsandlearning/lss/schooladmissions.asp   

  

Parents can contact the School Admissions Team, e-mail: school.admissions@cumbria.gov.uk or tel: 01228 221582  

 

Annual Nasal Flu Vaccination 

This year’s annual nasal flu vaccination will take place in school on Tuesday 23rd November. The children will have 

brought the forms home this week.  Please return to school by Monday 18th October even if you do not want your 

child to have the nasal spray.  The forms should be taken back into class by your child/ren and placed in the box 

for collection.  Thank you. 

 

 

After School Club - Funfit 

Funfit club is CANCELLED next week, Thursday 5th October – apologies for any inconvenience 
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After School Clubs 

We aim to offer a range of after school activities throughout the year. The timetable for this term is displayed 

below. There will be a charge for any clubs marked in red as there is a cost to the school to run these clubs. We 

still consider this to be good value. Thank you to staff for giving their time freely to offer these opportunities. 

 

For those clubs that need payment an email will be sent out to the whole year group the club is aimed at, to enable 

parents to give permission and pay by Parentpay.  If your child does not want to take part in a paid after school 

club, please can you email admin@penn.cumbria.sch.uk and the payment request will be removed from your 

Parentpay account. 

 

After School Clubs – Autumn 1  2021 
 

Day Activity Leader Where? Time 

Monday 

 

Year 1 Bookworms (Reading and Stories) 

 

Year 2 Lego Club 

4 SPACES AVAILABLE 

 

Year 5 & 6 Computing Club  

5 SPACES AVAILABLE 

Mrs Maclean 

 

Miss Steel and 

Miss John 

 

Mr Hodgson 

Year 1 Classroom 

 

Year 2 Classroom 

 

 

Year 5 

3.00-3.45pm 

 

3.00-3.45pm 

 

 

3.00–3.45pm 

Tuesday Year 3 & 4 Multi Sports with Tom – 

£15.00   

Tom 

 

 

School Playing Field 

Hall when wet 

 

3.00-4.00pm 

 

 

Wednesday Year 5 & 6 Multi Sports with Tom - 

£15.00 

Tom School Playing Field 

Hall when wet 

3.00-4.00pm 

Thursday Year 3 & 4 Mindfulness Colouring  

4 SPACES AVAILABLE 

 

Year 1 & 2 Funfit Club (FULL) 

Miss Wren 

 

Mrs Dearden 

Year 6 Classroom 

 

School Playing Field 

Hall when wet  

3.00-3.45pm 

 

3.00-3.45pm 

     

 

After School Club Attendance - To enable that we know your child is safe, please can you let school know if your 

child is not going to be able to attend their after-school club. Thank you. 
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